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Abstract 

The purpose of the study is to determine the impact selected 

Indo-Pak events that are believed to be deteriorating for the 

relation between the two countries on behavior of Bollywood 

film industry. The events we selected include Nuclear Bomb 

Experiment 1998, Kargal War 1999, and Attack on Indian 

Parliament 2001, and Mumbai attack 2006. The data for anti-

Pak movies is selected from 1988 to 2017 that is fair range for 

well number of such movies. The number of movies is 

calculated for the selected range for each year. The study is 

conducted using Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test and we selected 10 

years before and after year of the selected event as we assume 

that such movies take time to be complete and have long term 

impact. We found that Nuclear Bomb Experiment 1998, Kargal 

War 1999 and Mumbai Attack 2008 have significant positive 

impact on Bollywood movies attitude towards anti – Pak 

movies. However, Parliament attack 2001 is not found to have 
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influence. The possible justification for the insignificance of 

impact of Parliament attack 2001 may be the Agra Summit 

2001 with the involvement of United Nation that raised the 

need for resolving long term relations between these two 

countries. The study is unique on its own and may open up a 

new wave of research in this subject. 

 

Keywords: Indo-Pak relations, Bollywood, Nuclear Bomb 

Experiment 1998, Kargal War 1999, Mumbai Attack 2006. 

 

1. Introduction 

The Indian film industry is considered the biggest film industry 

due to its large number of release of films every year (Wadia, 

2008). The history of Bollywood cinema goes back to 19
th

 

century. (Paul, 2015) . After independence, cinema industry of 

India spread all over the world. Movies on the subjects of 

romance, love, actions were being made. But at the same time 

movies related to specific events were also being made and 

released as movies are considered the easiest and cheapest 

source to convey the message and to change the mindset of 

people (Shahid, 2003).  

Every film industry makes some movies to aware the young 

generation about bravery of their forefathers, history of their 

country and to elaborate the events that how hard the past had 

been to enable the present generation to live with freedom. 

Similarly, the countries make movies against their rival 

countries on historical events such as war, skirmishes or other 

unpleasant events between them. Pakistan and India are some 

of those countries who have long been in politically unpleasant 

relations. Several wars and skirmishes have been happened 

between them on which several movies had been made by both 

countries especially by India that has made countable number 

of anti-Pakistan movies. 

Thus, the purpose of the paper is to determine the impact of 

political events on Indian film industry attitude towards anti-
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Pakistan movies. More specifically, we aimed at determining 

either there is a difference in Indian film attitude about anti-

Pakistan movies before and after selected unpleasant events. To 

the best of our knowledge, this is the first study on such an 

issue. The study may open up a new stream of analysis on this 

subject in future.  

2. Literature 

Bombay (1995) 

The movie is about the riots of Hindus and Muslims during 

1992-1993 in Mumbai. The movie also portrayed the  

Border (1997) 

The film is based on the longewala battle of 1971. It was 

portrayed that Pakistan army wanted to occupy the western 

border but this effort was defeated by the Indian soldier’s in 

spite of minimum in number. The movie humiliated Pakistan 

by showing their devastating defeat. Although, there were 

strategic and at the same time intelligence failure from both 

sides yet, this battle was just discussed to show the bravery of 

Indian soldiers. 

Train to Pakistan (1998) 

Train to Pakistan (1998)is a movie based on the novel of 

Khushwant Singh's 1956 classic novel by the same name set in 

the Partition of India of 1947 and directed by Pamela Rook. 

The movie is about the village situated at the border of Pakistan 

and India. The movie showed the cruelties during the partition 

when a train reached to the railway line near village from 

Pakistan with all the dead bodies rather than passenger. It 

showed that while departing Pakistan, travelers were killed 

brutally. It showed again the negative impact of Pakistan.  

Hindustan ki Qasm (1999) 

The story is about the terrorist activities in India. India secret 

intelligence agency collected evidence against Pakistan 

involvement in terrorist activities against India and had a plan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khushwant_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train_to_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Rooks
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to unveil it in the UNO but Indian agents were killed brutally 

during their mission mysteriously. Blame of this murder was 

imposed on Pakistani writer. The movie was again an attempt 

to defame the Pakistan before the world. 

Sarfrosh (1999) 

  The story is about terrorists who killed the father and brother 

of a young man ,  So he joined  the police service in order to 

curb the menace . During investigation of cross border 

terrorism of Pakistan in India, he come to know that a Pakistani 

singer whom he blindly love and appreciate is also has some 

part in these activities. The movie was an attempt to portray 

Pakistan is indulged in cross border terrorist activities. 

Gadar (2001) 

Gadar is a movie of love tale of an Indian truck driver who fell 

in love with a Muslim girl during partition. The movies started 

with the brutal killing of Sikhs and Hindus by Muslims. 

Muslims also tries to rape the heroine named Sakina but Tara 

Singh helped her. Although, movie is a love tale ,yet the image 

of Pakistani Muslims were badly defame in the movie. 

Pinjar (2003) 

The movie Pinjar is about the partition of sub continent and 

shows the bitter realties of that time. The movie is about the 

Hindu women who is being tortured by a Muslim during 

partition and is being forced to get marry. It portrayed the very 

negative image of Muslims during the time of partition. 

Although the screening of the film is very good but the 

portrayal of Muslims as a remorseful abductor is an attempt to 

create negative image of Muslims during the partition  

Haider (2014) 

Haider was a movie based on Kashmir issue. The screen play of 

the movie was good yet it portrayed that Muslims were 

responsible for deteriorating the peace conditions in Kashmir. 

They provide space to the terrorist in Kashmir which 

ultimately.  
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Children of war (2014) 

The movie is about Bangladesh liberation war of 1971 and the 

violence of Pakistan army in the East Pakistan. It was portrayed 

that Bangladesh was faced a lot of cruelties, brutal killings, 

rape and the killing of innocent children by Pakistan army 

during this war of independence of East Pakistan. It was an 

attempt to negative portrayal of Pakistan army as the events are 

purely fiction as the film is silent about the history and the 

causes of this war of independence 

Phantom (2015) 

The movie is based on the outcomes of the Bombay attacks  

Indian spy’s who entered into Pakistan and tried to kill Hafiz 

Saeed ,the leader of Jamma–ud-dawah .The movie portrayed as 

Hafiz Saeed the master mind of Mumbai attacks and the 

Pakistan government in spite knowing the reality are trying to 

defend him with three more terrorist . The movie was effort to 

show the negative image of Pakistan and an attempt to deny the 

effort of Pakistan for curbing terrorism. 

Sarbajeet Singh (2016) 

The film was about the person Sarbjeet who was an Indian and 

accidently crossed the border of Pakistan while drunk. He was 

convicted as a spy of Indians by Pakistan army. He was 

tortured in jail and was alleged as Ranjit Singh, the master 

mind of bombs attacks in Lahore. He was sentenced to death by 

Supreme Court of Pakistan. His family was not allowed to meet 

with him in jail .once, they were permitted and after his death, 

his dead body was sent to India. The movie showed a very 

cruel and inhuman face of Pakistani forces. And defiantly a 

plan to defame Pakistani forces, the things was exaggerated by 

Indian cinema. 

Bajrangi bhajan(2016) 

The movie is about the generous Indian man who takes back a 

young voiceless Pakistan girl to her homeland Pakistan. He has 
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to face a lot of hurdles while completing his task. The movie 

dictated their perceived traditional antagonistic behavior of 

Pakistan forces towards Indians. Thus despite so much fame, it 

portrayed the negative image of Pakistan forces. 

Wednesday (2016) 

The movie is about terrorism and based on the Mumbai attacks. 

Hero Naseer ud din  makes a plan to and called a Indian police 

officer and demands to release the four Pakistani terrorist who 

are in jail. He threatened that has planted bombs all over the 

city that would go off at 6.30 the same evening if his order is 

not carried out. The movie was an attempt to show the 

Pakistani Muslims as a killer of innocent people.   

Partition 1947(2017) 

The recent movie partition 1947 is about the division of the sub 

continent into India and Pakistan. Based on the Mountbatten 

plan, the movie tried to justify that this partition was not as for 

the will of majority of masses but for the stubborn attitude of 

Muslim leaders. Quaid e Azam was portrayed as a very 

arrogant character that is not ready for any negotiation.  

3. Method and Material  

3.1 Political Events and Films Data selection 

Among several political events happened between Pakistan and 

India, we selected those events to determine their influence on 

films that are more famous among masses. Additionally, there 

are certain events that are important but the data for anti-Pak 

films for those years was not available such as Indo-Pak war of 

1965 and 1971. Thus these events could not be included in the 

study. Therefore, we selected the events that are more famous 

as well as data for films are available before and after 10 years 

of selected event. Based on these criteria, we selected Nuclear 

experiment by Pakistan (1998), Kargal War (1999), Indian 

Parliament attack (2001) and Mumbai train attack (2006).  
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3.2 Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test   

The test is a non-parametric test that is equivalent to t-test. The 

test can be run if data is either normal or not normal. On the 

basis of this relaxation, it is more convenient to apply 

Wilcoxon test than others such as Mann Whitney Test that 

assumes data is not normal. The test is reasonable to be applied 

when one wishes to determine change in score from one point 

to time to another. For the purpose of the study, it is quite 

appropriate to use this test as our data is a mixture of normality 

and abnormality. 

4. Results  

4.1 Descriptive Statistics 

Year 1998 

The mean number of anti-Pak movies before 10 years from 

1998 event is 0.60 with standard deviation 0.699 whereas after 

1998 event, mean number after 10 years from 1998 rose to 2.30 

with standard deviation 1.88 (table 1). The normality test shows 

pre-98 data is normally distributed significantly at less than 1% 

and post-98 data is not normality distributed (table 3). 

Additionally, histogram for pre-98 indicates normality of data 

and for post-98 it clearly indicates that data seems not normal 

(figure 1).  

Year 1999 

Similar descriptive statistics are found for 99 films where 

average number of anti-pak movie before 10 years from 1999 is 

found to be 0.7 with standard deviation 0.67 (table 1).  The 

normality test shows that data for pre-99 films is normally 

distributed as shown by Shapiro-Wilk test with p-value less 

than 5%. However, data for post-99 films is not normally 

distributed (table 3). Histogram also demonstrates similar 

pictorial presentation of the pre-99 and post-99 films data 

(figure 1).  
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Year 2001 

The mean score for pre-2001 films is 1.1 that is lower than for 

post-2001 films of 2.3. Similarly, variance in the two periods is 

also very different. For pre-2001, the standard deviation is 1.19 

and for post-2001 is 1.88 (table 2). The normality test shows 

normality of distribution for pre-2001 data with p-value less 

than 1%. However, post-2001 data is found to be not normally 

distributed as p –value is greater than 5% (table 3). Pictorial 

representation is also provided in histogram for both period i.e. 

pre-2001 and post-2001 (figure 1).  

 

Year 2006 

The average number of pre-2007 films is found to be 2.4 that is 

higher than average number of 1.6 in post-2007. The standard 

deviation is 1.77 and 1.71 for pre-2007 and post-2007 films 

respectively (table 2). Both periods are shown to be normally 

distributed using Shapiro-Wilk test with p-value less than 5% 

(table 3). The normality is also demonstrated in histogram 

(figure 1).  

Table 1 Descriptive Statistics (1998 & 1999 ) 

 pre98film Pre99film 

 Statistic 

Std. 

Error Statistic 

Std. 

Error 

Mean .6000 .22111 .7000 .21344 

95% Confidence 

Interval for 

Mean 

Lower 

Bound 
.0998   

 

Upper 

Bound 
1.1002   

 

5% Trimmed Mean .5556  .6667  

Median .5000  1.0000  

Variance .489  .456  

Std. Deviation .69921  .67495  

Minimum .00  .00  

Maximum 2.00  2.00  

Range 2.00  2.00  
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Interquartile Range 1.00  1.00  

Skewness .780 .687 .434 .687 

Kurtosis -.146 1.334 -.283 1.334 

 post98film Post99film 

Mean 2.3000 .59722 2.5000  

95% Confidence 

Interval for 

Mean 

Lower 

Bound 
.9490  

1.1831  

Upper 

Bound 
3.6510  

3.8169  

5% Trimmed Mean 2.2222  2.4444  

Median 1.5000  2.5000  

Variance 3.567  3.389  

Std. Deviation 1.88856  1.84089  

Minimum .00  .00  

Maximum 6.00  6.00  

Range 6.00  6.00  

Interquartile Range 3.00  3.00  

Skewness .821 .687 .534 .687 

Kurtosis -.157 1.334 -.261 1.334 

 

Table 2 Descriptive (2001 & 2008) 

 Pre01film Pre08film 

 Statistic 

Std. 

Error Statistic 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 1.1 .37859 2.4000 .56174 

95% Confidence 

Interval for Mean 

Lower 

Bound 
  1.1292 

 

Upper 

Bound 
  3.6708 

 

5% Trimmed Mean 1.0000  2.2778  

Median 1.0000  1.5000  

Variance 1.433  3.156  

Std. Deviation 1.19722  1.77639  

Minimum .00  1.00  

Maximum 4.00  6.00  

Range 4.00  5.00  

Interquartile Range 1.25  3.00  

Skewness 1.709 .687 1.023 .687 

Kurtosis 3.711 1.334 .054 1.334 
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 Post01film Post08film 

Mean 2.3000  1.6000 .54160 

95% Confidence 

Interval for Mean 

Lower 

Bound 
.9490  .3748 

 

Upper 

Bound 
3.6510  2.8252 

 

5% Trimmed Mean 2.2222  1.5556  

Median 2.5000  1.0000  

Variance 3.567  2.933  

Std. Deviation 1.88856  1.71270  

Minimum .00  .00  

Maximum 6.00  4.00  

Range 6.00  4.00  

Interquartile Range 2.50  3.25  

Skewness .574 .687 .451 .687 

Kurtosis .090 1.334 -1.790 1.334 

 

Table 3 Tests of Normality 

 

Kolmogorov-Smirnov
a
 Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

pre98film .305 10 .009 .781 10 .008 

post98film .254 10 .066 .894 10 .190 

pre99film .272 10 .035 .802 10 .015 

post99film .192 10 .200
*
 .941 10 .567 

pre01film .333 10 .002 .778 10 .008 

post01film .155 10 .200
*
 .933 10 .478 

pre08film .285 10 .021 .806 10 .017 

Post08film .237 10 .118 .809 10 .019 
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Figure 1 Histogram 

Pre-98 Post-98 

  
Pre-99 Post-99 

  
Pre-2001 Post-2001 
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Pre-2008 Post-2008 

  
 

4.2 Mean Difference Analysis  

The results show mean ranks before and after 1998 are 2.50 and 

4.79 respectively. It shows after the event of 1998, the number 

of anti-Pakistan increased to almost double. The difference in 

mean score is significant as indicated by asymptotic significant 

value 0.028. Moreover, exact significance (2-tailed) value 

0.039 and exact significance (1-tailed) value 0.02 also provide 

evidence for significant difference in mean value of pre-1998 

and post-1998 anti- Pakistan films.    

The mean score for pre-99 and post-99 are 2 and 4.86 

respectively. Apparently, the post-99 film score is higher than 

pre-99 films. The mean difference is significant as shown by 

asymptotic significance value 0.024, exact significance value 

(2-tailed) 0.031 and exact significance value (1-tailed) 0.016.  

The mean for pre-2001 and post-2001 is 5 that show no 

difference in average number of anti-Pak films after the 2008 

event. The Pre-2001 and post-2001 means are not different are 

also shown by several significance values given.  

The mean score for pre-06 and post-06 are 2 and 4.80 

respectively. Apparently, the post-06 film score is higher than 

pre-06 films. The mean difference is insignificant as shown by 

asymptotic significance value 0.115 and exact signigicance 
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value (2-tailed) .120, whereas significant with exact 

significance value (1-tailed) 0.049 

 

 

Table 4 Wilcoxon signed-rank test 

 N 

Mean 

Rank 

Sum of 

Ranks 

post98film - 

pre98film 

Negative 

Ranks 
1

a
 2.50 2.50 

Positive 

Ranks 
7

b
 4.79 33.50 

Ties 2
c
   

Total 10   

post99film - 

pre99film 

Negative 

Ranks 
1

d
 2.00 2.00 

Positive 

Ranks 
7

e
 4.86 34.00 

Ties 2
f
   

Total 10   

post01film - 

pre01film 

Negative 

Ranks 
2

g
 5.00 10.00 

Positive 

Ranks 
7

h
 5.00 35.00 

Ties 1
i
   

Total 10   

Post06film – 

pre06film 

Negative 

Ranks 
6

j
 2.00 3.5 

Positive 

Ranks 
3

k
 4.80 30.00 

Ties 1
l
   

Total 10   

Z -2.198
b
 -2.254

b
 -1.491

b
 -.1.919 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

tailed) 
.028 .024 .136 .115 

Exact Sig. (2-

tailed) 
.039 .031 .160 .120 
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Exact Sig. (1-

tailed) 
.020 .016 .080 .049 

Point Probability .016 .012 .012 .019 

 

5. Conclusion  

The purpose of the study is to determine the impact several 

Indo-Pak events that is believed to be deteriorating to the 

relation between the two countries on behavior of Bollywood 

film industry. The several events can be delineated that 

hampered political the relation. One of the limitations of the 

study is that we could not select all events or even some 

extremely important events due to lack or unavailability of data 

for anti-Pak movies before and after 10 years of the year of that 

event. Therefore we were constrained to select only those 

events with availability of Anti-Pak movies before and after 10 

years of the year of that event. The events we selected include 

Nuclear Bomb Experiment 1998, Kargal War 1999, and Attack 

on Indian Parliament 2001, and Mumbai attack 2006. Apart 

from the limitation of data availability, the events must be those 

that are famous among masses. The selected events completed 

the criteria. The data for anti-Pak movies is selected from 1988 

to 2017 that is fair range for well number of such movies. The 

number of movies is calculated for the selected range for each 

year.  

The study is conducted using Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test that 

is the most suitable technique when data is a mixture of normal 

and not normal distribution. Moreover, it is deemed to be the 

most appropriate model when we want to determine mean 

difference from a point of time. We selected 10 years before 

and after year of the selected event as we assume that such 

movies take time to be complete and have long term impact.  

We found that Nuclear Bomb Experiment 1998, Kargal War 

1999 and Mumbai Attack 2006 have significant positive impact 

on Bollywood movies attitude towards anti – Pak movies. 

However, Parliament attack 2001 is not found to have 

influence. The possible justification for the insignificance of 

impact of Parliament attack 2001 may be the Agra Summit 
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2001 with the involvement of United Nation that raised the 

need for resolving long term relations between these two 

countries. Or maybe the incident of 9/11 which changed the 

whole scenario of global politics. 
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